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pieces of legislation. In fact, there are 
some provisions that I oppose. Though 
not perfect, these bills are an impor-
tant first step toward achieving access 
to health services for all Americans. 

f 

REQUEST FOR SEQUENTIAL 
REFERRAL 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent to have 
my letter of June 12, 2007, to Senator 
REID printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, 

Washington, DC, June 12, 2007. 
Hon. HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. LEADER: Pursuant to paragraph 
3(b) of Senate Resolution 400 of the 94th Con-
gress, I request that S. 1547, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, 
and its companion measure, S. 1548, the De-
partment of Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008, both of which were filed by 
the Committee on Armed Services on June 5, 
2007, be sequentially referred to the Select 
Committee on Intelligence for a period of 10 
days, as calculated under S. Res. 400. The 
basis for this request is that the bills contain 
matters within the jurisdiction of the Select 
Committee. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Sincerely, 

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, 
Chairman. 

f 

CBO STUDIES 

Mr. GREGG. Madam President, today 
there is a great deal of debate about 
how Americans are doing, in particular 
those considered low income. I rise 
today to dispel a major misconception 
about the progress of low-income 
Americans. Those on the other side of 
the aisle would have you believe that 
when one person does better it must be 
at the expense of another. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. In 
fact, when Congress adopts policies 
that encourages individuals to work 
harder, save, take risks, and invest 
more, the economy does better and ev-
eryone benefits. Two recent studies I 
requested from CBO prove a rising tide 
does lift all boats. 

The first report issued in December, 
entitled ‘‘Changes in Low Wage Labor 
Markets Between 1979 and 2005,’’ found 
that the inflation adjusted hourly 
earnings of U.S. workers was 10 percent 
higher now than back in 1979. Since 
1990 those in the bottom 10th percentile 
of wage earners witnessed their infla-
tion adjusted wages increase 12.8 per-
cent, more than 2.5 percentage points 
faster than those in the statistical 
middle. 

CBO’s second report entitled 
‘‘Changes in the Economic Resources of 
Low-Income Households with Chil-
dren’’ indicates that poor households 
with children experienced real earnings 
gains of 80 percent since 1991, out-
pacing even those in the top income 
quintile whose earnings grew 54 per-

cent. This fact is even more amazing 
viewed in the context of welfare re-
form. 

Those opposing welfare reforms in 
the mid 1990s argued that limiting di-
rect Government assistance and requir-
ing low-income people to work more 
would prove to be disastrous. However, 
low-income households with children 
now rely less on the Government, are 
more self reliant and have a higher 
standard of living. In 1991, low-income 
households relied on the Government 
for a majority of their income with 
earnings accounting for just 49 percent. 
Today, low-income households earn 65 
percent of their income and rely on 
Government assistance for the remain-
der. Female headed households also 
rely less on the Government for their 
livelihood. In 1991, 35 percent of their 
income was earned compared with 54 
percent now. The share of their income 
derived from AFDC or TANF fell from 
42 percent in 1991 to 7 percent in 2005. 

These two studies prove that when 
the Government interferes less in the 
lives of its citizens, they are more pro-
ductive. Once unencumbered by Gov-
ernment, people are motivated to work 
harder, save, and invest more. 

f 

PASSING OF ADEN ABDULLE 
OSMAN 

Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express sorrow on behalf of the Somali 
community of Minnesota, which is cur-
rently mourning the death of an impor-
tant figure for Somalia, former Presi-
dent Aden Abdulle Osman. Aden 
Abdulle Osman, known by many Soma-
lis as Aden Adde, passed away at the 
age of 99 on June 7, 2007. 

Aden Abdulle Osman became the first 
President of Somalia in 1960 after the 
country gained its independence on 
July 1. Mr. Osman served as President 
of the newly formed Somalia until 
June 10, 1967. President Osman led his 
country during the critical time of its 
formation and development into a full- 
fledged state. When he lost the Presi-
dential election in 1967, President 
Osman graciously ceded his position to 
his opponent, Abdirashid Ali 
Shermarke. In doing so, Aden Abdulle 
Osman set an example for the peaceful 
transfer of democratic power, which is 
a critical aspect of all democratic sys-
tems. For this reason, Aden Abdulle 
Osman is viewed throughout Somalia 
and Africa as a model of statesmanship 
that seeks the greater good. 

I am privileged to represent the 
State that has the largest Somali com-
munity in the U.S. The Somalis of Min-
nesota represent a thriving community 
that has enriched the fabric of our 
State through its vibrant culture. I 
would like to join my Somali constitu-
ents in expressing sorrow for Aden 
Abdulle Osman’s death. It is my sin-
cere hope that the current leaders of 
Somalia will look to his leadership as 
an example, and that such leadership 
will serve to usher Somalia towards 
peace, stability and democracy. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

MODESTO’S NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the outstanding National Night 
Out program in Modesto, CA. For the 
past 6 years, the city of Modesto has ei-
ther ranked first or second in the Na-
tion in National Night Out participa-
tion among cities with populations of 
100,000 to 299,999. 

Since its inception in 1983, National 
Night Out has brought millions of 
Americans together to take a united 
stand against crime and send a clear 
message to criminals that citizens and 
neighborhoods are committed to crime 
prevention. National Night Out has 
played an instrumental role in helping 
to raise crime and drug prevention 
awareness, generate support for and 
participation in local anticrime pro-
grams, and perhaps most importantly, 
improve neighborhood spirit and 
strengthen community-police partner-
ships. 

In 2006, more than 35.2 million people 
and 11,125 communities from all 50 
States, U.S. territories, and military 
bases worldwide participated in the Na-
tional Night Out campaign. Conscien-
tious citizens, law enforcement agen-
cies and civic groups came together to 
participate in a variety of festive 
events and activities such as block par-
ties, ice cream socials, flashlight 
walks, and visits from law enforcement 
and other public agencies to help pro-
mote the importance of community in-
volvement in local crime-fighting pro-
grams. 

In Modesto, 123 neighborhoods par-
ticipated in National Night Out last 
year, making it the Nation’s leader 
among cities with populations of 
100,000 to 299,999. The city of Modesto is 
a shining example of the importance of 
community and cooperation in local 
crime-fighting efforts. 

As the residents of Modesto gather 
for another successful National Night 
Out campaign, I would like to con-
gratulate and commend its citizens, 
civic leaders, and the Modesto Police 
Department for their leadership and 
willingness to help make their city a 
safer and better place to call home.∑ 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SACRAMENTO HIGH SCHOOL 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
pleased to recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of Sacramento High School in 
Sacramento County, CA. 

On September 1, 1856, as the Gold 
Rush came to an end in California and 
miners migrated into newly formed cit-
ies, Sacramento High School opened its 
doors and began a long tradition of 
quality education. As the second oldest 
high school west of the Mississippi, 
Sacramento High School is a historical 
landmark and symbol of a quality edu-
cational institution in California’s cap-
ital city. 
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